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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claim 35 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form Claim 35 repeats a plurality of limitations contained in claim 32, 
from which it depends. 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the offeree's computer system". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 USC. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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2. Claims 1-3, 5-9 13-18, 20-23 and 27-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Weinstein et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication US 2001/0026609 Al). 

3. Referring to claim 1, Weinstein et al. disclose a computer system comprising: a storage 
medium (Memory, see paragraph 0082) having stored therein a plurality of programming 
instructions to implement a set of communication services on the computer system for generating 
on behalf of an offeror (Mary) client, an electronic token (Link, see paragraph 0061) representing 
an offer to participate in a voice call with a destination party designated by the offeror client (see 
paragraph 0055, lines 1-3 and see paragraph 0061), the electronic token to be transmitted by the 
offeror client in association with an electronic mail message to an offeree (John) (see paragraph 
0055, lines 1-3), services for receiving on behalf of the offeror client (Mary), through a data 
network link (via email), a notification from the offeree denoting the offeree's acceptance of the 
offeror client's offer by activating said electronic token (see paragraph 0067), and services for 
causing, immediately (For example, if Mary sets the available times to call for any time, as 
shown in paragraph 0066) in response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer 
(see paragraph 0009), a first voice call connection to be initiated to the destination party 
designated by the offeror client and a second voice call connection to be initiated to the offeree, 
and bridging together the two connections so as to establish a voice call between the destination 
party and the offeree (see paragraph 0008, lines 4-6, paragraph 0068 and Figures 8 and 9); and 
an execution unit (CPU, see paragraph 0082) coupled to the storage medium for executing the 
plurality of programming instructions. 
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4. Referring to claim 2, Weinstein et al. disclose that the offeree accepts the offeror client's 
offer by activating the electronic token displayed on the offeree's computer system (see 
paragraph 0061). 

5. Referring to claim 3, Weinstein et al. disclose that activating the electronic token 
comprises selecting the electronic token with a user input device (see paragraph 0061). 

6. Referring to claim 5, Weinstein et al. disclose that the electronic token comprises a URL 
(see paragraph 0061). 

7. Referring to claim 6, Weinstein et al. disclose that the voice call comprises at least one of 
a circuit switched call and a packet based call (see Figure 8 and paragraph 0085). 

8. Referring to claim 8, Weinstein et al. disclose that the destination party designated by the 
offeror client is the offeror client (see paragraph 0009). 

9. Referring to claim 9, Weinstein et al. disclose that the first and second voice calls each 
comprise a circuit switched call (see Figure 8 and paragraph 0085). 

10. Referring to claim 13, Weinstein et al. disclose that the electronic token is generated on 
behalf of the offeror client based at least in part upon data provided to the computer system by 
the offeror client (see paragraph 0053), the data associated with at least one of a PSTN extension 
corresponding to the destination party designated by the offeror client and a PSTN extension 
corresponding to the offeree (see paragraph 0057). 

11. Referring to claim 14, Weinstein et al. disclose that the PSTN extension corresponding to 
the offeror client is obscured to prevent the offeree from identifying the PSTN extension 
associated with the destination party designated by the offeror client (see paragraphs 0014, 0061, 
and 0065-0068). 
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12. Referring to claim 15, Weinstein et al. disclose programming instructions to implement 
services for receiving payment information from the offeror client in association with at least one 
of the first and second calls, and services for verifying the ability of the offeror client to pay an 
indicated amount, prior to causing the first and second voice calls to be bridged (see paragraph 
0053). 

13. Referring to claim 16, Weinstein et al. disclose a method comprising: transmitting by an 
offeror party (Mary) in association with an electronic mail message (see paragraph 0055, lines 1- 
3), an electronic token (Link, see paragraph 0061) representing an offer to participate in a voice 
call with a destination party (see paragraphs 0055 and 0061); receiving, by an offeree party 
(John), the electronic token representing the offer to participate in the voice call with the 
destination party (see paragraph 0061, line 1); receiving on behalf of the offeror party, through a 
data network link, a notification from the offeree denoting the offeree's acceptance of the offeror 
party's offer by activating said electronic token (see paragraph 0067); and causing, immediately 
(For example, if Mary sets the available times to call for any time, as shown in paragraph 0066) 
in response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer (see paragraph 0009), a first 
voice call connection to be initiated to the destination party designated by the offeror client and a 
second voice call connection to be initiated to the offeree, and bridging together the two 
connections so as to establish a voice call between the destination party and the offeree (see 
paragraph 0008, lines 4-6, paragraph 0068, and Figures 8 and 9). 

14. Referring to claim 17, Weinstein et al. disclose that the offeree party accepts the offer to 
participate in the voice call by activating the electronic token representing the offer (see 
paragraph 0061). 
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15. Referring to claim 18, Weinstein et al. disclose that activating the electronic token 
includes selecting the electronic token with a user input device (see paragraph 0061). 

16. Referring to claim 20, Weinstein et al. disclose that the electronic token comprises a URL 
(see paragraph 0061). 

17. Referring to claim 21 , Weinstein et al. disclose that the destination party is the offeror 
party (see paragraph 0009). 

18. Referring to claim 22, Weinstein et al. disclose that the voice call comprises at least one 
of a circuit switched call and a packet based call (see Figure 8 and paragraph 0085). 

19. Referring to claim 23, Weinstein et al. disclose that both the first and second voice call 
connections are PSTN call connections (see Figure 8 and paragraph 0085). 

20. Referring to claim 27, Weinstein et al. disclose that the electronic token is generated by a 
third party based at least in part upon data provided to the third party by the offeror party in 
association with a contractual relationship previously established between the third party and the 
offeror party (see paragraph 0053). 

2 1 . Referring to claim 28, Weinstein et al. disclose that the data provided to the third party by 
the offeror party includes a first PSTN extension corresponding to the offeree party and a second 
PSTN extension corresponding to the destination party (see paragraph 0057). 

22. Referring to claim 29, Weinstein et al. disclose that the second PSTN extension is 
obscured to prevent the offeree party from identifying the second PSTN extension (see 
paragraphs 0014, 0061, and 0065-0068). 

23. Referring to claim 30, Weinstein et al. disclose that the data provided to the third party 
includes billing information (see paragraph 0053). 
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24. Referring to claim 3 1 , Weinstein et al. disclose that the voice call is bridged only after 
payment verification is received by the third party from an independent party assuring that the 
offeror party will pay for the cost of the call (see paragraphs 0053 and 0063). 

25. Referring to claim 32, Weinstein et al. disclose a computer system comprising: a storage 
medium (Memory, see paragraph 0082) having stored therein a plurality of programming 
instructions to implement a set of communication services on the computer system for receiving 
on behalf of an offeror (Mary) client, through a data network link (see Figure 8), a notification 
from an offeree (John) denoting the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer to 
participate in a voice call with a designated destination party (see paragraphs 0055, lines 1-3, 
0061, and 0067), the offer communicated to the offeree by an electronic token (Link, see 
paragraph 0061) in association with an electronic mail message (see paragraph 0055, lines 1-3), 
and for causing, immediately (For example, if Mary sets the available times to call for any time, 
as shown in paragraph 0066) in response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer 
(see paragraph 0009) by activating the electronic token (see paragraph 0061), a first voice call 
connection to be initiated to the destination party designated by the offeror client and a second 
voice call connection to be initiated to the offeree, and bridging together the two connections so 
as to establish a voice call between the destination party and the offeree (see paragraph 0008, 
lines 4-6, paragraph 0068, and Figures 8 and 9); and an execution unit coupled to the storage 
medium for executing the plurality of programming instructions (CPU, see paragraph 0082). 

26. Referring to claim 33, Weinstein et al. disclose that the destination party is designated by 
the offeror (see paragraph 0053). 
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27. Referring to claim 35, Weinstein et al. disclose that the services for causing the voice call 
to be established between the designated destination party and the offeree, comprise services for 
causing a first voice call to be established with the offeree, for causing a second voice call to be 
established with the designated destination party, and for causing the first and second voice calls 
to be bridged to place the offeree and the designated destination party in voice communication 
with each other (see paragraph 0008, lines 4-6, paragraph 0068, and Figures 8 and 9). 

28. Referring to claim 36, Weinstein et al. disclose a computer system comprising: a storage 
medium (Memory, see paragraph 0082) having stored therein a plurality of programming 
instructions to implement a set of communication services on the computer system for generating 
on behalf of an offeror (Mary) client, an electronic token (Link, see paragraph 0061) representing 
an offer to participate in a voice call with a designated destination party (see paragraph 0055, 
lines 1-3 and see paragraph 0061), the electronic token to be transmitted to an offeree (John) in 
association with an electronic mail message (see paragraph 0055, lines 1-3) and services for 
causing, immediately (For example, if Mary sets the available times to call for any time, as 
shown in paragraph 0066) in response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer 
(see paragraph 0009) by activating said electronic token (see paragraph 0061), a first voice call 
connection to be initiated to the destination party designated by the offeror client and a second 
voice call connection to be initiated to the offeree, and bridging together the two connections so 
as to establish a voice call between the destination party and the offeree (see paragraph 0008, 
lines 4-6, paragraph 0068, and Figures 8 and 9); and an execution unit coupled to the storage 
medium for executing the plurality of programming instructions (CPU, see paragraph 0082). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



29. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

30. Claims 4, 10-12, 19 and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Weinstein et al. (U.S. Patent Application US 2001/0026609 Al). 

31 . Referring to claims 4 and 19, Weinstein et al. disclose that the electronic token comprises 
a link but differ from claims 4 and 19 in that they fail to disclose that the electronic token 
comprises a graphical icon. However, it is old and well known in the art to represent links as 
graphical icons to achieve the advantage of improving the appearance of a link. One skilled in 
the art would have known of representing links as graphical icons and would have recognized 
their advantage. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to represent the link as a graphical icon to achieve the advantage of 
improving the appearance of the link. 

32. Referring to claims 10-12, Weinstein et al. differ from claims 10-12 in that they fail to 
disclose that either of the voice calls could be a packet based call instead of a circuit switched 
call. However, it is well known in the art to substitute a packet based call for a circuit switched 
call to achieve the advantage of saving money. One skilled in the art would have known of 
packet based voice calls and would have recognized their advantage. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
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the use of packet based calls into the invention of Weinstein et al. to achieve the advantage of 
saving money. 

33. Referring to claims 24-26, Weinstein et al. differ from claims 24-26 in that they fail to 
disclose that either of the voice call connections could be a VOIP call connection instead of a 
PSTN call connection. However, it is well known in the art to substitute a VOIP call connection 
for a PSTN call connection to achieve the advantage of saving money. One skilled in the art 
would have known of VOIP call connections and would have recognized their advantage. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the use of VOIP call connections into the invention of Weinstein et al. to 
achieve the advantage of saving money. 

Response to Arguments 

34. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J Molinari whose telephone number is (703) 305-5742. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8am-6 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (703) 308-6602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Michael Joseph Molinari 



ALPUSH. HSU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



